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HccnenoBanue OKCHMAHOTO KaT01a B KAa4YeCTBeE
6e3pacx011H0r0 KaToga-KOMIICHCaTOpAa
IJICKTPOPAKETHBIX JABHUTaTe e

© A.C. benxisana, A A. JIsnun, I'.K. KimMenko
MI'TY um. H.O. baymana, Mocksa, 105005, Poccust

IIposedenvt ucnvimarus 1a60pAMoOpPHOL MOOEIU MEPMOIMUCCUOHHO20 OKCUOHO20 KAMOOa
6 0uo00oHoU cxeme. OCHOBHOU Yeblo ObLIO NONYYEHUe IMUCCUOHHBIX XAPAKMEPUCUK 1a00-
PAmopHOUl MOOenu U UCciedo8anue npoyecco8 aKxmusayuu smummepd. AKmyanrbHOCHb
uccned06anus 00YCI06NIeHA NOGLIUEHHBIM UHMEPECOM K 603MONCHOCIU NPUMEHeHUs Oe3-
PACXOOHBIX MEPMOIMUCCUOHHBIX KAMOO08 6 Kauecmee Kamoodo8-KOMNEHCAMOPO8 IeK-
mpopaxemuwix dgucameneu (DP/]). Bo epemsa ucnvimanuil pukcupoganucs ciedyroujue
napamempul: 0aejeHue 8 GaKyyMHOU Kamepe U MoK dIMUCCUU HA aHOO-Koekmop. Pezynu-
POBANUCH MOK HAKALIA IMUMmMepd U HANpSdiCeHUe, NPUKiaobléaemoe MexHcoy aHooOoM-
KOJUIEKMOPOM U IMUMMEPOM. 3a30p MeHCOY IMUMMEPOM U AHOOOM-KOJIEKMOPOM ObL
8bICMABIEH NEPed HAYUATIOM IKCHepUMeHma u cocmaensin 2 mm. Mzmepenue moka smuccuu
npoucxoouno 8 ouanasone memnepamyp smummepa om 600 oo 1260 °C. Koumpono mem-
nepamypol IMUmMmepa OCyweCmesiics UHQPAKPACHBIM U ONMUYECKUM NUPOMEMPAaM.
B x00e pabomul 6vL10 bis6IEHO MpU nNpoyecca aKkmusayuy dSMUmmepa.; memnepamypot,
spemenem u Hanpsiicenuem. Tlpoyeccol axmusayuu memnepamypori u epemeHem WupoKo
U3BECMHbL 6 OMIUYUE OM HPOYECca AKMUBAYUU HANPSIICEHUEM, 05l KOMOPO20 8 HACMOS-
wee gpemsi Hem 0OHO3HAUHO20 MEOPEMUYECKO20 OO bACHEHUS.

Knrouesnvle cnosa: mepmosmuccuonubvlll Kamoo, Kamoo-KOMNEHCamop, OKCUOHbLL Kamoo,
IMUmMmMEP, AKMUBAYUSL IMUTNIMEPA, INEKMPOPAKEMHbIU 08U2AMENb, UOHHDIU 08USAmMeb

BBenenue. /{51 HOpManbHOI pabOTHl MOHHOTO JBUTATEINST HEOOXOIUM
karoa-komrieHcatop (KK), mocrasmistromiuii noTok 3J€KTPOHOB JUIsl HEUTpa-
au3ald OOBEMHOTO TOJIOKUTEITBHOTO 3apsga HWOHOB, HCTEKAIONIUX W3
OPJI [1]. B xauecTBe KaTOAOB-KOMIIEHCATOPOB COBPEMEHHBIX JBHUraTeseH
NPUMEHSIOT TUIa3MEHHBIE TOJIbIE KAaTOMbI, B KOTOPhIE HEOOXOIMMO TOja-
BaTh I1a3Mo00pa3yroiiee BemecTBo. OHO HETTOCPEACTBEHHO HE CO3/aeT Tsi-
T'H, HO 00ecreurnBaeT BOZHUKHOBEHHUE TIa3MEHHOTO «MOCTHKa» Mexy KK
U CTpyed HOHOB /Jisi TPAHCHOPTHPOBKU SJEKTPOHOB U JOMOIHHUTEIHHO
HarpeBaeT IMHUTTEP 3a CUET MOHHOW OOMOApAMPOBKH, MO3BOJSS CHHU3HUTH
MmotHocTh HarpeBaTens KK mocre Bbixona Ha paboumii pesxum.

B coBpemennsix OPJI 1151 HOpMaabHOM pabOThl MJIa3MEHHOTO MOJIOT0
Karojaa pacxonayetcs oT 2 10 10 % ob1miero kojauuecTBa 3araceHHOro pa-
Oouero BemiecTBa. J{7s TaKUX COBPEMEHHBIX KocMUYecKuX 3amad OPJI,
KaK MEXIUIAaHETHBIE MepeNieThl U UCMOIB30BaHNE MEXOPOUTATBHOTO OYK-
cupa, norpebdnsemoe KK konnuecTBo ra3a siBIsieTCs CyIIIECTBEHHBIM.

B nacrosiiee BpeMs uayT paboThI IO MOMCKY U aIaliTallid HOBOTO pa-
6ouero BemectBa st DPJI, MOCKOIbKY IIUPOKO MPUMEHSEMBI B Ka4eCTBE
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pabouero BemectBa DP/] ra3 KCEHOH BecbMa JOPOT M €KEroHOEe MUPOBOE
MPOU3BOJICTBO KCEHOHA OrpaHuuYeHO. [lepCreKTUBHBIM pabouuM Belle-
CTBOM CYMTAIOT WO [2], MOSTOMY aKTHBHO BEAYyT pabOTHI MO CO3IaHHUIO
JIBUTATENIbHOW YCTaHOBKH, MCIIOJIb3YIONIEH €ro B KauecTBe paboyero Be-
miectBa [3]. OnuH U3 Takux MpoekToB — koMmakTHeIi DPJ] (iSat) [4].

OcHOBHBIE TPEUMYIIIECTBA UCIIOJIB30BAHUS HOAa B KA4eCTBE pab0yero
BemecTsa s DP/] 3akiouaroTcst B TOM, YTO MO/ HA HECKOJIBKO MOPSIKOB
JeIIeBlie KCEHOHA, a TATa U yAelabHbId umiynbe JPJ] Ha Hoxe Omu3ku Ts-
re U yAeTbHOMY UMITYJILCY Ha KCeHOHeE [5].

Henoctatkamu iona xak pabouero BemiectBa IPJl sBistroTCs: HEOOXO-
JUMOCTH B JIOTIOTHUTEIHHOM HarpeBe CHCTEMBbI MOJauu pabodero BEIiecT-
Ba [6] (1 mpenoTBpaIleHus] KOHACHCAIIUH Hoja Ha CTEHKaX CUCTEMBI I0-
Jaud) U XUMHUYecKasi aKTUBHOCTh H0J1a, YTO HE TIO3BOJISIET MIPUMEHSTH CY-
niectByromue koHcTpykimu KK. PemenreM npoGieMbl MOXKET MOCTYKHUTh
ucnonb3oBanue 6e3pacxonnoro KK (bKK). B nacrosiee Bpemsi mpoBOIsT-
cst paboThI 10 UccheaoBaHuI0 Bo3MokHOCTH nprMeHeHnst BKK B kauectse
KK g OPJI [7] m uccrnenoBaHusl TEIUIOBBIX MPOLECCOB Ha 3JIEKTPOJAX
BKK [8].

Henr manHOM pabOTHl — HCCIEIOBAaHUE BO3MOXKHOCTH MPUMEHEHUS
okcuaHoro karona B kadectBe KK OPJI, a Takxke ucciienoBaHue mpouec-
COB aKTHBAIMM OKCHJIHOTO smuTTepa. st aToro paspaboransl mabopa-
TopHasg Mmozenb okcuaHoro bBKK u ctenn nis ee ucnbpITaHU.

MeTtoabl u matepuaibl. [Ipu ucnons3zoBanun BKK HeoOxomum mo-
CTOSTHHO paOoTalIMii HarpeBaTelb KaToga M A()QPEKTUBHBIA AMUTTED
anexkTpoHoB. Hanbonee 3¢ (HEeKTUBHBIMU IMUTTEpPAMH B HACTOSIIEE BPEMS
ABJISIIOTCA OKCHJIHbIE KaTOJbl, JAAIOIINE BBICOKYIO IJIOTHOCTh TOKAa AIMHUC-
CUU NIPU YMEPEHHBIX TEMIEPATypax U JOCTATOYHOM pecypce padoThl [9].
OmaHuM U3 HEAOCTATKOB OKCHUJTHOTO KaTO/a SIBIETCS HEOOXOAMMOCTh €ro
AKTUBUPOBAHMS TIOCJIC HAXOXJACHUS B BO3AYIIHON Cpe/e Mepell HavyaaoM
ero pabotsl B kocmoce (B Bakyyme). I[loaromy mns BKK gomxxa ObITH
MpeayCMOTPEHA U MPOBECHA OTepallsl aKTUBUPOBAHUS SMUTTEPA TIEPE]
HavasoM 3kcruryartauuu bKK u OPJ1.

Pa3padorka nadoparopnoii mogeau BKK. [lns uccnenosanus npo-
nieccoB aktuBupoBanus bKK Obina pa3zpaborana w M3roToBieHA Jlabopa-
topHas mozaenb BKK, cxema xoTopoii mpencraBieHa Ha puc. 1, a oOmmit
BUJT MOJICJI — Ha PUC. 2.

Monens BKK coctout u3 xopmyca /, B KOTOPOM 3aKpEIUIEH YMUTTEP
C HarpeBaTelieM 4, a TakXKe U3 KOJUIEKTOpa-aHoja 2. 3a30p MEXIy IMUT-
TEPOM U aHOJOM-KOJJIEKTOPOM OOECTIeUnBACTCS C TIOMOIIBIO KepaMUudec-
koro konbiia 3. [lepex HawamoMm UCHBITAHUIN OBLT YCTAHOBIICH 3a30p 2 MM
MEXIY SMUTTEPOM M KOJUIEKTOpOM-aHoJaoM. Ha kosiektop monaBalics
MOJIOKUTENBHBIA MOTEHIIMAT OTHOCUTEIBHO SMHUTTEPA, U IO 3HAYEHHUIO
MPUIIEIIEr0 Ha HEr0 TOKA OLEHUBAJIACh SMUCCHUS C KaTo/1a.
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Puc. 1. Cxema naboparoproit mogenn BKK

Puc. 2. O6uwmii Bux tadoparopHoit mogenu bKK

DOMUTTEp TPEACTABISIT COO0M MHOTOCIIOWHYIO HAaBUBKY U3 BOJIb(ppamo-
BO MPOBOJIOKH uamMeTpoM 40 MKM, HAMOTaHHOU Ha BOJIb()PAMOBBIH KEpH,
BBITIOJTHEHHBIN U3 BOJb(pamMoBoii mpoBosoku nuamerpom 0,5 mm. OOmias
JUIMHA KEpHA ¢ HaBUBKOM cocTapisia 135 mm. [lonyyeHHbIl SMUTTEp UMEN
pa3BUTYIO PabOYyI0 TOBEPXHOCTh. BHENIHMI IuameTp KepHa ¢ HABUBKOM
cocTtaBisil 1,5 MM. B 3a30pbl Mexly BUTKaMu HOMeIallach CyCIIEH3Hsl, CO-
cTosIIas U3 kapOoHata 0apus U HUTPOJIAKa, BBICTYIIAIOIIETO B POJIU OMH/Ie-
pa. KepH sBisiICS MpsSIMOHAKaJIbHBIM HAaIrpeBaTeeM.

Cornacno [10], Bo Bpemsi HarpeBa 3MHUTTEpa B BaKyyMe (/aBiieHUE
6,7 - 107 [Ta) mpu 470 K nmaunnanoces Beigenenue CO u CO; u3 cycnen-
3un. Pasnoxenune HutTponaka 3akanuuBaioch npu 850 K. Ilpu 870 K
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HAYMHAJIOCh pa3joKeHHue KapOoHaTa KajblMs, a MpH 0oJjiee BBICOKUX TEM-
nepatypax MpoMCXOAMIIO PA3JIOKEHNE YITICKUCIOro OapHs Ha OKCHJ Oapus
U YIVIEKUCIIBIN Tas3.

Pa3palorka cTenaa s ucnbiTanus JadoparopHoii moaenu BKK.
s mpoBenieHust ucnblTanuii 1aboparopHoit mosnenu BKK mpumensnach
yCTaHOBKa, OJIOK-CXeMa KOTOPOH MpeACTaBiIeHa Ha puc. 3.
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Puc. 3. brok-cxema yCTaHOBKH /7151 HCTIBITaHUH JTabopaTopHOoi Moaenu BKK

VYcTaHOBKa COCTOSIa M3 BAaKyyMHOM KaMepbl C TOKONOABOJAMU U
CMOTPOBBIM OKHOM, 30JIOTHHKOBOro Hacoca BH-1MI', muddysmnonHoro
Hacoca ABII-8, BeicokoBakyyMHoOro 3arBopa JY-500, BakyymMHBIX Kiiamna-
HoB B1-B5, Bakyymmerpos BUT-2I1, TepmonapHOro U MOHU3aLMOHHOIO
MaHOMeTpuueckux npeodpazopareneii [IMT-2 u [IMU-2, BeimpsaMutensb-
HbIX ycrpoiictB BCA-6K, BCA-111K, ucrounukoB Hanpsbxkenust 55-43 u
BII-196, nabopaTtopubix aBToTpanchopmaropoB PHO-250-2 u JIATP-9M,
myapTUMETpOoB AM-1171, AM-1118, DT-832, un¢paxpacnoro (MK) nupo-
metpa tTuna KM u ontrueckoro nupomerpa OMII-054.

Mopens BKK pa3mMemanace B BAKyyMHOH KaMmepe, KOTopasi 3aTeM OT-
KaduBaJIach J10 AaBieHus (2,6...3,6) - 10 [1a, k HarpeBaTeIO MOABOAMIICA
NOCTOSIHHBIN TOK B Auanazone 0...18,1 A npu HampspkeHUM Hakajia B JAua-
na3zoHe 0...7,2 B, Ha KOJIEKTOP-aHO MOJAaBAJIOCh ITOCTOSHHOE HAIpsKe-
Hue B quanazone 0...400 B, u nu3mepsics smuccHoHHBIN TOK. Temnepary-
pa sMutrTepa perynuposaiack B auanasone 600...1260 °C TokoMm Hakana
U U3MEpsUIach ONTUYECKUMU TUPOMETPAMHU.
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OO6cy:xneHne pe3yabTaTOB HCCIeT0BAHUS. DKCIIEPUMEHTATBHO ObI-
J1a TIoJly4eHa 3aBUCUMOCTh IMHCCHOHHOTO TOKA OT MPHIIOKECHHOTO MEXKITY
SMUTTEPOM U KOJUIEKTOPOM-aHOJIOM HAIIPSKEHUS, TEMIEPaTyphbl DMUTTE-
pa ¥ BpeMEHH BBIICP)KKH SMUTTEPA MPH OMPEICIICHHBIX PeKUMax (TeMIie-
patypa u Hanpspkenue). [lonydyeHHble JaHHBIE TPECTaBICHbI rpaduIecKu
B BUJIC IIMKJIOTPAaMMbI SMUCCHOHHOTO TOKa Ha puc. 4.
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Puc. 4. [TuxinorpaMmma SMICCHOHHOTO TOKa

[ukmorpamma paszeneHa Ha Y4acTKH B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT TeMIIepaTy-
pbl SMuUTTEpa 1" ¥ MOIIIHOCTH Wy, BKIIAIIBAEMOIl B HArpEB SMUTTEPA.

WcnpiTaHus HaYMHAIWMChL C aKTUBAIMU DJMHUTTEpPA TEMIIepaTypou
(marpeBom sMuTTEepa). HarpeB ocymecTBIsjICS CTYyIIEHYaTo, C MOCTEIEH-
HBIM TIOBBIIIEHHEM MOIITHOCTH Hakaja. B mporecce HarpeBa HabI01am0Ch
pe3Koe yXyIIIeHne BaKyyMa B Kamepe, BRI3BAHHOE BBITOpaHHEM OWHepa
U pa3nokeHneM kapOoHara Oapus. Ha puc. 5 npencrasien nporecc 06e3-
TaKUBaHUS IMHTTEpA (p — JaBleHHE B Kamepe, Wy — MOIIHOCTh, BKJIa-
JIbIBa€Mas B HArpeB SMUTTEPA).

[o 3aBepiieHHr 00€3ra)KMBAaHUS AMHUTTEpA JaBJICHUE B KaMepe ycTa-
HOBHJIOCh Ha ypoBHE (2,6...3,6) - 10 Ila. [Ipouecc akTUBaLMK SMUTTEpA
TEMITEpaTypoil HaOIIOAIICS U TIOCIe 00E3TaKUBAHUS SMUTTEpA: TIPU HEU3-
MEHHBIX TeMIIepaType SMUTTEPA U HAMPSDKEHUH MEXIy SMHUTTEPOM U aHO-
JIOM-KOJIJIEKTOPOM OTMEUAJICS TOCTETIEHHBIN POCT IMUCCHOHHOTO TOKA.
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Puc. 5. [Iponecc o6e3raxxuBaHus SMUTTEPA:
—— — JaBIICHHUE; == — MOIIIHOCTH

bbu1 BBISIBIIEH IpoliecC aKTHBALMM AMUTTEpAa BPEMEHEM: IPU BBI-
JIepKKe SMUTTEpa MpU (PUKCUPOBAHHON TeMIepaType, MOLTHOCTH Hakaia
U MOCTOSIHHOM HAIpsDKEHUU MEXIY 3MUTTEPOM M KOJUIEKTOPOM-aHOJOM
3HA4YE€HUE TOKA YMUCCHH OCTEIIEHHO MOBBIIIATIOCH.

B xone ucnbiTaHuid ObUT BBISIBIEH MPOLECC aKTHBALMM AMUTTEpA
HanpsbkeHueM. JlanHoe siBIeHHME HAOMIONaIOCh B LIMPOKOM JHMAIa3oHe
TEMIIEPATYP U 3aKJII0YAJIOCh B CAEAYIOLIEM: NIPU ITOCTOSHHOM TeMmepary-
pe SMHUTTEpa U MOIIHOCTH, BKJIAJbIBAEMON B HArpeB AMUTTEPA, 3HAUCHHS
TOKa SMHUCCUHU YBEIWYUMBAINCH B 1,5-2.5 pa3a mocie KpaTKOBPEMEHHOIO
HIOBBIIICHUS] HAIMPSDKEHUS] MEXAYy SMUTTEPOM U KOJUIEKTOPOM-aHOJOM
U TOCIEAYIOIUM HMOHMKEHUEM HANpsHKEHUS 10 HCXOJHOTO 3HAYECHMS.
BpeMs Bblep:KKM 3MUTTEPA MPH MOBBIIIEHHOM HAIPSHKEHUH COCTABIISAIIO
HECKOJIBKO CEKyHJ. DTO XOpOILO BUAHO Ha BOJbT-aMIEPHBIX XapaKTepHC-
TuKax (mpu (uxkcupoBaHHOU TeMmrmeparype) Jaboparoproit mogenu BKK,
MpUBEACHHBIX Ha puc. 6—8. [locie MoBbIICHNUS HANPSHKEHUST MEXKIY aHO-
JIOM-KOJUIEKTOPOM M SMUTTEPOM U €ro JalbHEUIIEro BO3BpAIIECHUS K UC-
XOJHOMY 3HaueHHIo (cM. Touku 1—6 Ha puc. 6, Touku 1-9 Ha puc. 7, TOUKH
1-6 Ha puc. 8) TOK sMHccHUM CUIIBHO Bo3pacTaeT. Tak, Uil TeMIepaTyphl
smurrepa 1012 °C Tok Bo3poc B 2 paza, mist 1060 °C — B 2,3 pasa, mist
1250 °C — B 2 paza. Takum 006pa3zom, TOTIOTHUTENbHAS aKTUBAIIUS dMUT-
Tepa HaNpPsKEHUEM MOXKET CYLIECTBEHHO MOBBICUTH 3((HEKTUBHOCTb AIMUT-
Tepa.
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Puc. 6. Bonbr-amnepHas XxapakTepuCcTHKa J1a00paTOpHOI Moze-
1 BKK npu temmniepatype smurrepa 1012 °C, Toke Hakanal3,2 A,
BKJIaJbIBaeéMOi B HarpeB MomHocty 51,1 Bt
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Puc. 7. BonbT-amnepHas XapaKTepuCTHKa J1a00paTOpHOI Moze-
1 BKK npu Temnieparype smurrepa 1060 °C, Toke Hakama 14,1 A,
BKJIAJIbIBAEMOM B HarpeB MoIHOCTH 66,3 BT
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Puc. 8. BompT-amnepHas xapaKTepHCTHKA JIAOOPaTOPHOH Moze-
mu BKK mpu temmieparype smurrepa 1250 °C, Toke Hakama 18,1 A,
BKJIaJipIBa€Moi B HarpeB MoiHoctu 130,3 Bt

[TonyuyeHHble pe3yabTaThl SKCIIEPUMEHTAIBHOTO HCCIIEJOBAHUS M03-
BOJISIOT CJIEJIaTh HEKOTOPBIE BBIBOJIBI.

1. Pazpa®oTanHas, U3roTOBJIEHHAsI U UCIBITAaHHAsA Ja0OopaTOpHas MoO-
nens BKK ¢ pa3BuToif mOBEpXHOCTBIO MOKa3ajla CBOIO pabOTOCIOCOO-
HOCTb B 33JIJaHHBIX YCJIOBUSX U BO3MOXXHOCTb MOJY4YEHUs TPeOyeMBbIX TO-
KOB 3MHUCCHH.

2. UccnenoBanus pabOThl OKCHIAHOTO KAaTo/a B 33JaHHBIX YCIOBHUSX
HNOATBEPANIN HEOOXOIUMOCTh Mpollecca aKTUBALMM YMUTTEpA HArPEBOM
B BaKyyMe€ IpU JJIUTEIbHON BbLAEpKKE (HECKoubko 4dacoB). Ilpu stom
Obl1a 0OHapy’>K€Ha BO3MOXKHOCTh MHTEHCHU(UKAIMK Mpoliecca aKTUBALUU
SMUTTEpPA HANPSDKEHUEM, T. €. KPaTKOBPEMEHHBIM IMOBBIIIEHUEM HaIpsi-
KEHUS MEXTY IMUTTEPOM U KOJIIIEKTOPOM-aHOJIOM.

3. IlpoBenennast paboTa MO3BOJISIET PEKOMEHIOBATh MPU MPOSKTHPO-
BaHuM BKK BBezieHHE 1OMONMHUTENBHOTO AJIEKTPOAA — aHOAA-KOJIJIEKTOPa
JUIs IpoIiecca aKTUBALIMU SMUTTEpa HaIIPSKEHUEM.

3akuouenne. B Hacrosiee Bpemsl CyIIECTBYET psii HEPCHEKTUBHBIX
KOCMHMYECKHUX 3ajlad, JUIsl pEIIeHUs] KOTOPBIX MOTpedyeTcss HeOOIbIIoN
kommakTHeli KK, criocoGHbIi paboraTh B mape ¢ DP/] kak Ha iozae, Tak u
Ha KceHoHe. PemenueM sToro Bonpoca siisercs npuMenenne bKK.

B nanno#i pabore O6bu1 moaroToBiieH creHn s ucnbiTanuid BKK B
muonHOM cxeMe. Pa3paborannas madoparoprast monens BKK Obuta ucrbi-
TaHa Ha JIaHHOM CTEHJIE, U Pe3yJbTaThl €€ MCIBITAHUM Jal0T OCHOBaHMS
c/ienaTh BbIBOJBI O pa0OTOCIIOCOOHOCTH OKCHJIHOTO SMUTTEpPA B KaUeCTBE
KK 3OPJI. BaxxHO Takxke OTMETUTh, UTO OOHapyXEeHHBIH 3((eKT aKTUBa-
IIUM SMUTTEPA HANPSHKEHUEM IO3BOJIAET CYIIECTBEHHO YJIYYIIUTh IMHC-
CHOHHBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKU OKCHJIHOTO KAaToJa, SIBJISIOLIETOCS IMepCIeK-
TUBHBIM 3MUTTEpOM 117151 BKK.
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Research of an oxide cathode as a cathode-neutralizer
for EPSPS

© A.S. Benklyan, A.A. Lyapin, G.K. Klimenko

Bauman Moscow State Technical University, Moscow, 105005, Russia

In this research, a laboratory model of a thermionic oxide cathode was tested as part of
a diode circuit. The ultimate goal of this work was to obtain the thermionic characteris-
tics of the emitter of the laboratory model and to study the processes of emitter activa-
tion. The relevance of the study is due to the increased interest in the possibility of using
thermionic cathodes as cathode-neutralizers for electrically-powered spacecraft propul-
sion system (EPSPS). During the experiment, the following parameters were recorded:
the pressure in the vacuum chamber and the emission current to the anode-collector. The
current of the emitter and the voltage applied between the anode-collector and the emit-
ter were regulated. The gap between the emitter and the anode-collector was set before
the beginning of the experiment and was 2 mm. The emission current was measured in
the emitter temperature range from 600 °C to 1260 °C. The temperature of the emitter
was controlled by infrared and optical pyrometers. In the course of the work, three emit-
ter activation processes were identified: temperature, time and voltage. The processes of
activation by temperature and time are widely known, in contrast to the activation pro-
cess by voltage, for which there is currently no unambiguous theoretical explanation.

Keywords: a thermionic oxide cathode, cathode-neutralizer, oxide cathode, emitter, emit-
ter activation, electrically-powered spacecraft propulsion system, ion thruster
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